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Original: English
INTER-AMERICAN SUMMIT ON CONFLICT RESOLUTION

EDUCATION
Call for Proposals

Inter American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices: Information Exchange Component
Inter-American Summit on

Conflict Resolution Education (CRE)
March 14th – 15th, 2007

Cleveland, Ohio, USA

The field of Conflict Resolution Education  and Peace Education have made considerable progress in the last two decades but this progress has been regional and all too often isolated because there is not a well established infrastructure for policy and program implementation across states and internationally.  The Inter-American Summit on CRE will be a critical step in developing such infrastructure in the Americas. Currently there are few opportunities for state and national policymakers and educators working to expand conflict resolution education at the K-12 and higher education levels to come together to discuss success strategies for policy development, program implementation and system coordination and how to address obstacles to success.  There are also no opportunities for college students, college faculty, university scholars, K-12 educators, public health officials, prevention specialists, and state, local, and national policy makers in the Americas to come to one location to learn more about the work that is being done at this level in this field.  

Summit Advisory Committee:
Organization of American States
Global Issues Resource Center, CCC
Ohio Department of Education

Ohio Department of Health

Temple University


Ohio Resource Network


Interfaith Center for Peace

Hispanic Council, CCC
Ohio Commission on Dispute Resolution and Conflict Management

Maryland Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office

The Summit Advisory Committee will host a four-day Inter-American Summit in Cleveland, Ohio.  The Summit will bring together government representatives from among the 50 states and 34 countries of the Americas who have legislation or policies in place to deliver conflict resolution education at the K-12 level and in colleges of teacher education and their non-governmental organization partners.  Participants will exchange program best practices, evaluation methodology, creation of policy implementation structures, and consideration of obstacles to success.  
Presenters will share examples of best practices of conflict resolution education in their state and nations, including implementation models, and evaluation results.  Presenters will share the best practice in the hemisphere in policy dissemination and implementation in the field.  This event will be open nationally and internationally for anyone who wishes to attend.
We invite proposals for paper presentations, organized panels, roundtable discussions, workshops and other creative contributions on the topics of:

· Best practice program models for teaching and training of conflict resolution education or closely related topics at the national/regional/state/local level in K-12 and/or higher education.
· Strategies for creating conflict resolution education related policy/standards/legislation at the national/regional/state/local level.
· Strategies for evaluating conflict resolution education related programming and policy creation/implementation. 
· What does scholarly research, across the disciplines, have to offer on CRE? What political, social and economic structures best assist human communities implementing CRE policies and programs? What case studies, negative and positive, can help us work through these issues?
Preference will be given to those proposals that balance descriptions of classroom practice with reflection on the relation of these practices to pedagogical goals and values regarding the teaching of writing. 
Criteria for Evaluation and Selection

· Relevance and interest of topic

· Appeal to varied categories of participants (assuring that there are presentations that will appeal to the different participant groups)

· Reputation of speaker

· Demonstrate value and originality of topic 

· Demonstrated experience and track record related  to the work presented

· Creative mode of presentation (assuring varied modalities among the presentations).  Suggest presentation methods which are suitable for the content

·  Present a well-thought-out argument

· Be of value to other policymakers/educators/researchers/prevention specialists working in the area of conflict resolution education 

· Respond to the needs of a diverse group of learners.

All presenters must register for the conference.
Proposal Information Needed
Please send the following proposal information for consideration via e-mail to Adriana Cepeda at  acepeda@oas.org  and Jorge Baxter at  jbaxter@oas.org 
Workshop Title:

Workshop Summary (no more than 200 words):

Presentation Format Preferred (paper, panel, workshop, roundtable discussion, etc.),:

Biographical Sketch – (no more than 200 words)  
Presenter(s) Name:

Presenter(s) Titles:

Organization/School/University:

Address where you would like correspondences sent:

This conference will bring together a bi-lingual audience (Primarily Spanish and English).  We are currently attempting to have simultaneous interpretation available – this is not confirmed.  Please let us know what language(s) you can present in:

English Only

Spanish Only

Spanish/English (I am able to present in either language)  

Please tell us how you see your proposal fitting with the Summit’s theme:

Audience(s) for your presentation (Please circle all that apply):

College Faculty


College Students
K-12 Educators
Prevention Specialists

Health Educators
Public Policy Advocates

Social Workers


Counselors

Safe School Centers

Government Departments of Education/Youth Serving Organizations

Other (Please specify)

All proposals are due by November 10th, 2006.  Submissions will be acknowledged by e-mail by December 1, 2006.  Late proposals will be reviewed, and may be accepted if there is space on the program.  Please return all proposals via e-mail to acepeda@oas.org and jbaxter@oas.org 
For more detailed information on the Inter American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices and its upcoming events see www.educadem.oas.org 
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